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penetrated as far as the North Wall in Britain and into
Hyrcania, But that was much more with a purpose of
pushing the barbarians always further from the metropolis
and solidifying the Pax Romana in its inner territories than
with any idea that there was anything worth having in
England . . . beyond the tribute of oyster shells.
Similarly in the general large process of establishing their
sway as far South as Naples and Sicily, the Normans invaded
England from France, which literally is the South of England.
But that was merely consolidating a piece of strategic ground
that commanded their sea-route to the Mediterranean—an
interior affair of Nordic peoples. Equally the Napoleonic
campaigns into Germany and even Russia were strategic
and dynastic, failing because France was rather under- than
over-populated. * . . Whereas, if you want proof of the
relative efficiency of a relatively Northern people in the
realms of plunder by organized murder, you have only to
go to the Louvre in Paris to-day and see the spoils from
Italy and Egypt brought back by the troops of the Direc-
torate under the generalship of Bonaparte. . . . Or it would
be still more to my purpose if you would ask a normal
Spaniard of to-day what he thought of France. You would
be astonished to hear him speak of the bloodthirsty Northern
plunderers who under Napoleon in the Peninsular War left
Spain a desert when retreat was forced upon them . . . and
incidentally benefited the United States by setting loose the
great herds of merino-sheep whose progeny even to-day so
distinguish, as I have pointed out, the flocks of Pennsylvania
and the other Middle States.
§
The Directorate and Napoleonic wars would be well worth
our study, from our special point of view, if we had the
time. They began—like the Crusades against Provence or
the Civil War—with a Nordic moral revulsion against Meri-
dional ideas. All North Europe and even the United States
revolted against the French republican ideal and expressed
their reprehensions, as is usual, in terms of murder. Even
Washington participated in the feeling of horror at the

